Authority of the Believer

13And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. Luke 19:13, KJV
The devil is defeated because Jesus has already won the battle, and He simply calls upon us to occupy until He comes. 

The word "occupy" is a military term. This is what we are: an occupational force.


An occupational force is sent in only when the war is won. 

This is what we are doing. We are reminding the devil that Jesus won the battle, that he is defeated and has no authority over the Church. Then we take our God-given dominion and use it to stop him.

Jesus Christ is the rightful ruler of the world, and Satan and his devils are the rebels who try to fight the Lord Jesus and His army--but they will not overrule God's government!

1.  THE SUBSTITUTION

Jesus defeated the devil through His Substitutionary sacrifice on the cross. 

Colossians 2:13-15: 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
Jesus triumphed over the devil and He did it for you!

Jesus stripped Satan of his authority over mankind. 

He needed to do this because the first man, Adam, handed over his authority to Satan. 

God gave Adam dominion over the whole earth (Genesis 1:26). 

Adam was in charge, but when he obeyed the serpent he became a slave of Satan. "You are slaves to the one you obey" (Romans 6:16).

So when Adam sinned he lost his authority and dominion over the world; and, instead, Satan took it. Satan then had dominion over Adam. 

2.  EAT THE DUST

In God's words to the serpent, He hinted to the fact that Satan would be in charge. 

Remember the purpose of him crawling on his belly is to "eat dust." 

Snakes do not eat dust. God is speaking of something spiritual. 

God spoke to Adam and said, "for dust you are and dust you will return" (Genesis 1:17-19). God called Adam "dust." 

Adam is "dust"; the serpent is told to "eat dust." 

The serpent was to feed on Adam's carnal nature. 

God was saying to the serpent, you are going to defeat him. 

God was already declaring Satan's supremacy over Adam and his descendants. 

Satan would be in charge of the human race.

However, concerning the war over the woman's offspring, God said to the serpent, "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel" (Genesis 3:15).

God was declaring that her offspring, "the seed of the woman" would crush the serpent's head.

This means that the child will deliver a deathblow to Satan. 

This is what Christ has done. Christ is the "seed of the woman." 

He has defeated the devil, and He did it through His Substitutionary sacrifice on the cross. Jesus crucifixion is when Satan "struck his heel."

3.  REST OF HER OFFSPRING

If Satan is defeated, then why does he seem to be defeating me?"

Because you do not realize that it is your responsibility to resist the devil. (James 4:7) You are the one with dominion. You must put Satan under your feet. God is not going to do it for you. 

According to Romans 16:20, the offspring of the woman is also you: "The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet." It is your feet that must do the crushing.

So it would be more accurate to say that the first born of the woman is Christ, and the rest of her offspring is us.

3.  BATTLE IS THE LORD'S

You may have been taught that the "battle is the Lord's." 

It is true, the battle is the Lord's, but it is also our responsibility to enforce Satan's defeat. 

God wanted to make us "more than conquerors" Romans 8:37  

Conclusion:

Jesus has fought the battle; so the "battle is the Lord's." The Lord was the one whipped, bruised, cut and bloodied. Through the cross, He defeated the devil. The enemy has been beaten, and we enjoy the sacrifice that Christ went through for us. We are more than conquerors!

