
Pemba, Mozambique 

March 6, 2010 

Dear Friends and Partners in Ministry, 

 

e often say the goal of our ministry here in northern Mozambique is transformation. 

Transformation, of course, is Godôs work, not ours; but itôs important that we keep 

pressing forward to that biblical end. In this report weôd like to 

share some encouraging pictorial evidence to illustrate the 

Lordôs gracious work of transformation in the children and 

families weôre working with in Mieze and Noviane.  

At left are 12 year old Isabela and her nearly blind grandma. 

They survived by begging in the inner city in Pemba. When 

they arrived in our Noviane community, they were as poor and 

hopeless as anyone 

weôve ever seen. 

The picture at right was taken at Christmas, only about 

six months later. The life in Isabelaôs face testifies to the 

inner transformation taking place in response to Godôs 

consistent love, security and provision. Isabela is in 

school for the first time and is surrounded by friends her 

age. Her grandma also is a much more happy and vital 

woman...in church every week and enjoying the 

company of two other grandmas in our Noviane 

community. 

At left is Augusta, a Mieze orphan. This picture was taken in 

January, 2007. In November of that year, Augusta and her 

younger sister moved into the Mieze ñVillage of Love.ò But for 

a long time Augusta remained withdrawn and couldnôt smile.  

Today, Augusta is a 

completely changed girl. 

She plays happily with the 

other kids and smiles 

incessantly. She is now in 

Grade 3 in school and is a 

lovely testimony to the 

healing power of the 

Fatherôs love. 
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At left is Alide, another Mieze orphan, in a 

picture taken in January 2007. We couldnôt coax 

a smile out of him for the camera at that time. 

And when he entered the Mieze ñVillage of 

Loveò in November of that year, it was months 

before he could smile or show any real affect. 

 

Today (right) Alide is constantly joking and 

laughing. He has grown and put on weight and is 

progressing very well in school. By Godôs grace 

he is truly unrecognizable as the sad little boy we 

first met! 

 

 

 

At left is a family who came to Iris 

from their distant village 

absolutely desperate for help. They 

arrived the day we were finishing 

our third Noviane house for 

occupancy...and within two hours 

it was their new home. 

In the foreground is the grandma; 

in the background, her totally blind 

daughter Celestina and Celestinaôs 

four children. Ten year old 

Jordânia is at the left in the picture 

and her brother Angelo (then 7) is 

behind her to the right. What was 

so notable at the time was the 

hopelessness in their faces. And for weeks, they remained expressionless...as though they didnôt 

dare believe that the new life God had given them could really last. 



 

This family has been with us in Noviane for about a year now...and these recent pictures of 

Jordânia (left, showing off her new Christmas doll), her brother Angelo (right, in his school 

uniform), and their blind mother and youngest sister (centre) testify more eloquently to the 

transformational power of the love of God than any words we could write. Thanks be to God!! 

 

hristmas was a busy and blessed time for all of us in Iris. We filled over 80 colourful gift 

bags for our Mieze and Noviane kids; and at the Pemba Base we all helped feed a Christmas 

chicken dinner to 3200 poor villagers. Prior 

to joining us, few of the Mieze or Noviane 

kids had ever received a gift of any kind and 

they had never celebrated Christmas in any 

way, so this is all very new and meaningful 

to all the children. We repeated the biblical 

account of the birth of Jesus many times as 

Christmas approached and the children 

received it joyfully. The picture at right 

shows Martinho, our Assistant Director of 

the Mieze Centre, with some of the gift bags 

arrayed behind him...and two of our little 

ones contemplating what is about to take 

place.  

As a special gift for all the girls at both centres, a team from the US had brought over enough 

black dolls for every girl to receive one; and another team had brought new shorts for the boys. 

We enjoyed sharing the childrenôs joy as they received their gifts of new clothes, toys and 

special treats. It was a Christmas to be remembered for all the children...young and old.  
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fter many false starts and setbacks, Irisô 

well-drilling program is finally 

underway. Several village wells have been 

drilled in recent weeks and we are hoping 

Mieze may be included in the list of 

upcoming locations soon. We have a very 

large truck-mounted drilling rig which is 

suitable for just about any conditions; and we 

have the smaller trailerable rig pictured here. 

It has limitations in terms of where it can drill 

and how deep; but under appropriate 

conditions it can drill a well much less expensively. Recently we attended the dedication of a 

new village well to service some houses Iris is constructing for boys in our care who are too old 

to live in our childrenôs centre. The new well is also for community use; and the village chief 

was effusive in his gratitude to Iris for this gift. Previously, the village had only one other well 

nearby and it is just a bucket on a rope. Village women often stood in line all night for their turn 

to draw some water for their families. 

 

ur Mieze School Access Program kept us 

busy in January and Februaryðthe end of 

January being the end of the long school break and 

beginning of a new school year. Scores of new 

children have joined the church in the past year, 

and our commitment is to ensure that all the 

church kids have an opportunity to attend primary 

school. The cost of the program this year to assist 

250 needy church kids is over $7,000...of which 

about half was contributed by special offerings 

from a church in Ontario and one in Australia. 

Weôve had a tailor working to make school uniforms for the past several weeks. Notice not only 

that his sewing machine is a treadle model but that the iron on the table at right is heated by 

putting hot coals in the base. 

 

ur Mieze Clube de Bandeira childrenôs program is such a source of blessing and joy. We 

have moved the meeting place to the huge platform of the new church and community 

centre building to overcome the crowding problem weôve been having. But we donôt yet have a 

sound system for the new facility, so communicating has become more of a challenge for the 
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